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Ahhhh, Spring. The temperature rises, the days grow longer, the trees and flowers start to bloom, 
and Porsches emerge from garages. It’s time to get out there and drive, and we have some great 
driving tours, driver education track events, and other get-togethers planned for our car club. As 
more of us are vaccinated, hopefully we will be returning to a more normal Porsche Club schedule. 
Be sure to bring your 2-way radios to our first tour on April 17 along Indiana 66 to the Overlook 
Restaurant. We will also have 2 groups – I just picked up a new (to me) 2018 Cayenne GTS, and 
I’m looking forward to rolling in it with other 4-door Porsches on our tour.  

I finally took my 997 to the detailer last week to get it cleaned up after tons of Smoky Mountain 
Driving. It was filthy, as you can see from the photos. When I pulled out of my garage, I instantly 
remembered just how much I love driving a manual transmission vehicle – to me, it’s the best way 
to be fully connected with your car. There is a great article about the evolution of the stick shift in 
this month’s Panarama magazine – will manual transmissions survive? 

                



A quick Google search reveals that only 41 of the 327 new car models sold in the US in 2020 are 
offered with a manual transmission, and overall only 2% of the cars sold have stick shifts. Driving a 
3-pedal car is becoming more and more of a unique skill. To me, it’s like riding a bike – I can’t 
remember not knowing how to drive a stick shift. I learned on a 1970 VW Beetle, then had a Rabbit, 
Chevy S-10, Datsun 280 Z, and Honda Civic all equipped with manual transmissions. I finally went 
Automatic with a 96 Nissan 300zx, and I regretted it. Yeah it was a sweet car, but still . . . . I then 
drove a Suburban for many years, and kind of lost touch with the thrill of driving a manual until the 
997 came along for me 5 years ago. 

Yeah, yeah I know that the PDK and Tiptronic trannies are smarter than I am and can shift faster 
than me. I know that the auto-blips in the downshifts are far better than I can do with the old scary 
(for a size 14) heel-toe rev match action. I know it can be a pain in the leg to get stuck in traffic and 
constantly shifting. But is pulling on paddles really that satisfying? Yeah, it is cool in my Cayenne for 
sure, but I can’t rev the motor at stoplights or rolling through a tunnel, or drop into 2d or 3d to pass 
someone, or just row through the gears while taking off.  

Porsche promises to continue to sell sports cars with manual transmissions, but I’m not so sure. 
Electric cars don’t even have gears, and soon they won’t need drivers either. If you have a stick 
shift, please do your fellow Porschephiles a favor – teach someone to drive it! See you on the road, 
and I look forward to hearing your motors rev! 

- Curt 

  

 

 

My wife has horses. Some of you are thinking how nice, so did the Lone Ranger, how about you 
write about Porsches. Horses, though, are probably a good look into the future of internal 
combustion cars. While there are still some cultures that use horses for transportation of people or 
cargo, for the most part the western world has moved on from employing live animals to get around. 
Buggies, wagons, carts, etc, have become obsolete for day-to-day use in most areas of the world, 
just like other forms of transportation before them. Has anyone seen a chariot lately? It seems that 
nothing is immune to what comes next. So how does my wife use her horses today? Well, these 
horses are all retired and living the easy life, but in the past, they were show horses, studs (good 
gig) or brood mares producing more show horses. They are/ were used for fun and companionship, 
not transportation. They mostly trained and ate, and ate. And produced horse by-products. Which 
have to be disposed of. Twice a day. Every day. These days when I read car-oriented periodicals or 
web articles, I can see that it’s inevitable that the auto industry is turning electric. New 
manufacturers pop up all the time, and existing car companies are making statements pledging to 
become all electric by 2030 or 2035. Almost every automotive manufacturer is getting in to EV 
transportation. Who approved that electric Mustang SUV? Really? You should be ashamed. The 



take away from all this is that our beloved internal combustion engine cars are on their way out as 
daily drivers. Oh, they will hang on for a while, but the writing is on the wall. So what does that leave 
us as internal combustion engine (ICE) cars become obsolete? The first Saturday in May could be a 
look into our future. This is our Club meeting at D-Pat, but also the day of the Kentucky Derby, 
arguably the most famous horse race in the world today. None of these horses are used to get back 
and forth to work, but are finely tuned athletes that live for race day. So how does this tie into our 
Porsches or enthusiast cars in general? Our cars will probably be sent out to pasture like retired 
horses, enjoying life and being taken out on occasional excursions or adventures. Some will more 
than likely continue on as track day or show cars, just like the equine athletes of today. At least we 
won’t be shoveling horse…poop. While there is much “gnashing of teeth and rending of garments” 
over this change to electricity, the technology is impressive, centering around batteries. Like any 
other technology, batteries have come a long way from their beginning a couple thousand years 
ago. Being gear (electrode)? heads, chances are we will figure out how to turn electric cars into 
outlaws or hot rods. Our future is electric and the electricity used by the next generation car will be 
produced by batteries. So how did batteries get to where they are now? Batteries have been around 
a long time, the oldest example we know of is the “Babylon battery” from 2500 years ago. While 
some archeologists argue that it’s not a battery, modern replicas produce electricity. Alessandro 
Volta is credited with the invention of the Voltaic Stack in 1800, widely known as the first true 
battery. The battery was a stack of copper and zinc discs separated by cloth soaked in salty water. 
While not very powerful, it was the first battery to provide a controlled output of electricity. In 1859 
the French physicist Gaston Plante invented the lead-acid battery, a series of lead plates immersed 
in a bath of electrolytes. This “wet battery” with liquid or gel electrolytes was the first rechargeable 
battery and is still used today to start and power our cars. The batteries we used to buy from the 
supermarket were zinc-carbon, which has an acidic electrolyte. The Alkaline battery that we buy 
today (think Duracell) has an alkaline electrolyte and boasts more energy density and longer life. 
The next giant leap forward came in 1980 when Prof. John Goodenough invented lithium-ion 
batteries. (He also invented Ram, the memory that allows our computers to work the way they do.) 
These batteries use a new process to make power. Lithium-ion batteries are used in applications as 
diverse as hearing aids to electric cars, powering Teslas and Taycans as well as plug-in hybrids. 
While Lithium-ion batteries are still the standard, research is progressing at a significant pace to 
improve the batteries performance in higher power output and faster recharging time. It won’t be 
long before the common issues we have today with lithium-ion powered machines will be solved, 
such as catching fire and long recharge times. John Goodenough may have invented the lithium-ion 
battery, but he didn’t stop there. At 98 years old, his latest project is a solid-state battery, called the 
quantum glass battery. This battery uses a solid-state electrode to serve as the electrolyte. This 
battery will reportedly power an electric car for 1000 miles and recharge in 60 seconds. If this is 
true, Range Anxiety will be a thing of the past, once the charging grid is in place. Let’s hope electric 
cars become this efficient before we are forced to adapt to them for primary transport. A power-
dense, long lasting battery may make it more palatable to purists and enthusiasts who want nothing 
to do with electric cars. Unfortunately time will most likely relegate our beloved internal combustion 
powered cars to track days and car shows. At least we will be able to store them for the cold and 
rainy seasons without having to feed and clean up after them.  

Next month-Alternate fuels, savior or pipe dream? 



- Gus 

Gus, the writer formerly known as Rich    
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/3590401077722122 

https://www.instagram.com/sirporsche/ 

- Mike 

  

 

Here is our club’s Treasury Report:  
  
Previous balance                      $  7,080.10 

Tech session supplies.                 -  104.38 



Staples supplies                            -  29.82 

New balance                             $  6,945.90 

- Criss 
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The drive along The Ohio River Scenic Byway to the Overlook Restaurant is a favorite among 
Southern Indiana Region members which is why I thought you would enjoy this article retold with 
permission from The Hoosier Back Roads & Good Times Gazette.            

     

April 1, 2021. Somewhere in Crawford County, Indiana  
 
Mr. Terry Davis, esteemed member of the Porsche Club of America and the Sports Car Club of 
America revealed to this reporter that while motoring through Southern Indiana with a group of like-
minded enthusiasts, he glimpsed what might have been a fabled Porsche racing car through an 
open barn door along Indiana 66 near the unincorporated community of Beechwood. 
 
The racer looked like a legendary prototype rumored to have been been designed by a Skunk Verks 
crew of dedicated but sleep-deprived engineers in a former cuckoo clock repair shop on the 
outskirts of Stuttgart, Germany. 
 
Mr. Davis stopped to inquire at a nearby farmhouse and was greeted by Mr. Hansel Peter Piper and 
his wife Gretel. Terry learned that this was, indeed, that same car and that Mr. and Mrs. Piper had 
both been involved in the car's development and testing many years ago. Hansel designed and built 
the turbocharged, air-cooled, twenty-four cylinder diametrically-opposed engine (his signature can 
still be seen on the engine block) and Gretel supervised the wind-tunnel testing that led to the car's 
unforgettable shape and regrettable nickname, the Frankfuter Wurst Langheck (an obvious 
reference to the great 917 racing cars of the late 1960s and early 1970s). 
 
The first long-tail 917s were very difficult to handle under certain conditions and remedies had been 
frantically sought. These included fins and winglets of different shapes and locations and spyder 
and coupe configurations. In the end, exasperated engineers took tin snips to the bodywork and 
gave us the car that won le Mans in 1970 by radically shortening the tail. 
 



Gretel’s solution to the aerodynamic issue was to create a shape that would “glide through the air a 
few feet above the track where there would be significantly less turbulence”. Side benefits would 
include more room for the driver and the ability down the road to manufacture and market camper 
conversions to help the company recoup the astronomical costs of its racing program 

Alas, track testing revealed a frontal area close to that of a UPS delivery truck and handling that 
should have struck terror in the hearts of test drivers because of the amazing 1,236 horsepower 
riding on suspension bits borrowed from a VW Beetle. Instead, it only produced giggles. 
 
The project was quickly halted by sharper minds in the home office before rivals and automotive 
journalists knew of the car’s existence. Hansel and Gretel spirited the car out of the country and 
settled in Southern Indiana to save the car from the scrapheap of racing embarrassments. From 
time to time, they drive the car once destined for le Mans in small town parades and on the odd 
outing to der Schnitzlebank in Jasper. Once, they even hired it out to the political campaign 
organization of a local man named Oscar for his memorable but spelling-challenged mayoral race. 
The other members of the Skunk Verks team remained in Germany and were sent for retraining at a 
Trabant plant in the former East Germany. 
 
Hansel tugged the racer out of his barn with a riding mower, dusted it off, spritzed some detailing 
solution on it and wiped it down with a microfiber cloth for photos alongside Terry's modern 911 
Carerra 4S. The racing heritage was there to see if you worked at it. The lower half of the car is 
clearly derivative of the “longtail flounder” 908-02LH spyder driven by Vic Elford and Richard 
Attwood to 7th place overall at Sebring in 1969. The experimental top half is something else again. 
Terry took the selfie reproduced below. 
 

 

Terry drove on to the Looking-Over Restaurant in Leavenworth to join his friends for lunch, but they 
had finished and driven on. Over the next few months, he described his experience to his friends 
and showed them his pictures but they were unconvinced.  



 
"You can do wonders with Photoshop these days," they scoffed.  
 
On their next trip to the Looking-Over, he convinced his friends to stop at the barn where he had 
found the legendary racing prototype. The car wasn't there. Neither were Hansel and Gretel. There 
was a nice young family cooking hot dogs outdoors on a grill. They offered some wrapped in buns 
to Terry and his friends.  
 
Was the Frankfuter Wurst Langheck truly a "bun find” or just a fairy tale? 
 
Happy April Fools’ Day! 
The story and images were inspired by photographs taken by Terry Davis and Susan Jindrich. The 
pictured barn is located roughly halfway between Sulphur and Leavenworth, Indiana. Its actual 
contents are unknown.  
 
Story © 2021, Jerry Jindrich 
Photos © Terry Davis and Susan Jindrich 

- Jerry 
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  Events Page April 

The days are getting nicer…gotta love that. Start thinking about what your car needs. For one, 



check the air pressure in your tires. If you set the air pressure during colder weather, the air would 
have been more dense when it takes more air to achieve the correct pressure. Warm weather 
causes the air to expand and increase in pressure. If you had the correct pressure this winter it 
could be too much now! But if you have not checked your tire pressure for a good while, it could still 
be low. Regardless, check your tire pressure.  

  Another indicator to watch can be your brake fluid. If the level in the reservoir is lower rather than 
topped up, it can be a sign that the brake wear of the rotors and pads has allowed the caliper 
pistons to “stand out” which would drop the level at the reservoir. There is always a chance you 
could have leaked fluid, but is a lot less likely. If you do find some leaked brake fluid, get it dealt with 
right away. Brake fluid can damage paint, and if you had a sudden large loss, could cause braking 
problems. If you are unsure, you could always take off a front wheel and look more closely, or 
maybe just take it to your favorite tech!    

Tech Session Sat., March 6 

  Many thanks to all of you that attended the Tech Session for refurbing paintwork on your Porsche. 
One thing I found interesting is that Porsche as well as some of the other premium brand cars use a 
somewhat softer formula for paint. What this allows is that when the paint is refinished it comes 
back with a brighter and more original look. Of course, if you are too heavy handed with the buffer, 
you can go too deep also and cause damage. I mentioned it before, but Chuck, who did the demo 
for us, indicated they could do a whole car for $159. For the effort and skill involved, it seems like a 
bargain to bring back that new car look! 

   Again, I counted 31 members attended with a few others along. It was great attendance, and I 
look forward to seeing you at upcoming events.      

For our New members… 

For our new members and anybody else, the First Saturday events are a good place to visit. There 
have been quite a few new members last year. Actually PCA had growth over most of North 
America. Our 1st Saturday events are a great way to get out and connect up. It also gets you out 
and in your car with a destination that includes other Porsche owners. We need to be responsible, 
but it can be done. If you are new to SIR, or would like to take part more, this is a good way to do it. 
All it requires is showing up! We still need to be responsible, but it can be done. It is relaxed, the 
people that will be there all like their Porsches and they will enjoy seeing you and your car. 

Join in…good things can happen for you!          

  

Recent new members 

This past month we’ve had a few new members. Everyone welcome them. We are pleased to have 
you with us. 

Dean and Jackie Becher  

4366 Partridge PL 



Newburgh, IN 47630 
2020 911 Carrera 4S Guards Red 

Andy Mosier 

4510 Cromwell Dr 
Evansville, IN 47725-7416 
2015 Boxster S Anthracite Brown Metallic 

Wyatt Sherer  
3704 W. Old Road 64 
Huntingburg IN, 47542-9003 
1999 Boxster Silver 

  

SIR 2021 schedule 

Apr 3         1st Saturday at D-Pat 

Apr 17       In66 Overlook drive 

Apr 18       SCCA Rally 

Apr 24-25 PCA DE track event – contact Dave Hostetter 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

May 1         1st Saturday at D-Pat 

May 2        SCCA Autocross 

May 8        Drive to Nashville Indiana 

May 22      Drive to Loogootee for lunch 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

June 5       1st Saturday at D-Pat 

June 13     SCCA autocross 

June 19     Drive to Patti’s for lunch in Ky 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

July 3        1st Saturday at D-Pat 

July 11-17         Porsche Parade – French Lick/West Baden 



July 11      SCCA autocross 

July 24      Drive to members house 

July 25      SCCA Rally 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Aug 7        1st Saturday at D-Pat 

Aug 8        Jasper Strassenfest – participate in parade 

Aug 21      ? 

Aug 22      SCCA autocross 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Sept 4       1st Saturday at D-Pat – New Member recognition 

Sept 18     Drive to Morganfield Ky for lunch 

Sept 25     ? 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Oct 2         1st Saturday at D-Pat 

Oct 3         SCCA autocross 

Oct 9         Drive to Huber Winery for multi region event 

Oct 23       Drive to Spring Mill Park 

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Nov 6        1st Saturday at D-Pat 

Nov 13      Drive to West Baden for Lunch 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dec 4        Toys for Children Christmas event 

Other events mayl be scheduled as possible 

  

Green - Scheduled SIR driving event. 

Blue - location to be determined. These are non-driving events for SIR. 



Orange - Informational notation of other area/zone events of possible interest to our 
members 

Purple - Party/Social event. Does not include an SIR “sponsored drive” 

Black – DE track events 

Planning ahead gives you the best chance to avoid conflicts. 
Good times can happen to you when you 
participate!         Mark 

  

Susan and Jerry Jindrich do a great job of taking pictures of our events. Take a look at our website 
to rekindle some memories.  “See photos and commentary from the 2015 Parade in French Lick on 
the SIR website. Go to “Event Photos”. Select the year 2015. Scroll down to the 2015 Porsche 
Parade.”) 

http://www.sir-pca.org/  

  

  

Planning ahead gives you the best chance to avoid conflicts. 
Good times can happen to you when you 
participate!         Mark 

  

Is your member info up to date? 

  

What all members need to do!!! 

Membership info…what we all need to do! 

      What I need to suggest is that we all need to sign onto the PCA website and review our personal 
info/data. Many of our members have cars listed they no longer own or have not listed new cars 
they have acquired. There are also addresses, phone numbers, etc. that could be updated. 

  

      But, one of the most important opportunities you have as a member is to be able to identify a  

“Co-member” to your account. There is no extra cost to do so! The co-member allows for an email 



address of the co-member that will allow for communication from PCA but more importantly, from 
SIR. If your co-member likes to keep track of their own schedule for planning purposes or for club 
news, they can be sure to receive updates from SIR. They also have access and privilege to other 
PCA services and info.  

 f you have not signed on to the PCA website for a while….it would help to have your member id, 
which is on the front of your PCA ID card. If you remember your password, you are ready to go! If 
not, you can choose the “forgot password” path. Or, if it becomes too much of an issue, you can call 
PCA for help  Phone: (410) 381-0911 

Still having trouble?   I will try to help you get signed on.  

Once signed on, of course there is plenty of Porsche PCA news and info to look at.  

At the “home” page …place the cursor over Membership, and then choose Account. 

Next, choose “edit” which will display your personal data. Check it over for correctness. 

Then, next to account and under edit, select Membership (in red) which will allow you to create a 
co-member. Fill in all the info you can, add the email for communication from PCA and SIR and you 
are “good to go”.  Be sure to save each screen where you change or add info. The save will be at 
the bottom left (scroll down and down).     

When it comes to adding the co-member, the only person that can do this is the Member or by the 
Member calling PCA…  Phone: (410) 381-0911 

If you need help or have questions, I’ll do all I can. I’m more than happy to help you out. 

Mark  812-454 3035 

Mark 

  

 

My own reflections indicate that this Parade is very much in demand after last year being cancelled. 
In addition, there is also the feeling that after 2015 Parade at French Lick/West Baden, many that 
returned to their regions were very positively impressed by the facilities and the event. Parade 
Phase 1 registration has been the largest response ever for Parade. Within 2 hours of opening 
registration, there was already a 80% signup of what was considered a full response. Within a 
couple more hours the hotels on site had nearly filled up. 

It was possible to have reservations to go to a wait list which has allowed some to still get a room on 
site. Others have found rooms off site in the area. This year will not be exactly the same, but there 
is great potential for a great Parade experience.    



The Parade committee is reviewing all Parade functions anticipating COVID protocol for July. 
Parade participants should anticipate social distancing considerations for indoor events. French 
Lick/West Baden will still have COVID precautions in place for members.  The shuttle trolleys and 
train will still operate, but at a reduced capacity between the Hotels, and they will help facilitate 
movement between the Hotels.  

The Parade committee is doing all it can regarding COVID protocol to ensure safety and a good 
Parade experience.  

Parade phase two registration will be April 7th. There was a Region Focus on March 30 to help you 
prepare. This was informative and instructive for signing up for events. It is highly recommended 
that all Parade participants view this video. It will also be accessible via a link to a recording on 
PCA.org and in pdf form here. 
https://www.pca.org/sites/default/files/regionfocus/Phase%20II%20Registration%202021%20-
%20WEB%20COPY.pdf 

Parade might be a little different than the past, but it looks to be a great event and create a great 
celebration of PCA. I hope to see you there! 
  



 



Mark Roethemeier 

Zone 13 Representative 

  

 

Thanks for reading the newsletter and making SIRPCA the great club that it has become.    Please 
send comments, questions, criticism to me at davehoss@fastmail.fm or any SIR board 
member.  We need your feedback to make the newsletter and the club better in 2021!  Remember, 
please send me an article for the newsletter.  We’re always interested in your Porsche related 
experience!  

I also want to thank Jerry Jindrich for providing most of the graphics you see.  Jerry is an invaluable 
asset to the club.  He and Susan also take most of the pictures you see here and on the SIR PCA 
web site.   

In addition I would like to thank Susan Jindrich for helping me proof the newsletter.  Another set of 
eyes is always good and appreciated. 

Dave 

  

                                 

Contact Information 

President: Curt Hamilton, phone: (270) 748-2591, email: chamilton@sir-pca.org 

Vice-President: Rich Gustafson, phone: 317-341-2391, email: rgustafson@sir-pca.org 

Secretary: Manuel Ramirez, phone: 812-449-0380, email: mramirez@sir-pca.org 



Treasurer: Criss Yelton, phone: 270-826-3519, email: jyelton@sir-pca.org 

Event & Membership Chair: Mark Roethemeier, phone: 812-454.-3035, email: mroethemeier@sir-pca.org 

Safety Chair: Chris Hancock, phone: 812-760-4427, email: chancock@sir-pca.org 

Social Media Chair: Mike Mammoser, phone: 812-453-5821, email: mmammoser@sir-pca.org 

Newsletter Editor: Dave Hostetter, phone: 618-204-3547, email: dhostetter@sir-pca.org 

Webmaster: Jerry Jindrich, phone: 812-853-7693, email: jjindrich@sir-pca.org  

Past President: Phil Green, phone: 812-499.-6034, email: pgreen@sir-pca.org 

Public Relations Chair: Scott E. Klueh, phone: 812-499-2413, email: sklueh@sir-pca.org 

SIR Club email: sirpca@gmail.com   

SIR Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/PCASouthernIndiana/ 

SIR Website: www.sir-pca.org 
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